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The program The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical
and financial assistance to communities for restoring watersheds ravaged by
natural disasters.  Through the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP)
program, NRCS helps safeguard people and property following natural disasters,
such as floods, fires, wind storms, earthquakes, and drought.  NRCS helps repair
over-topped levees, dikes, and other flood retarding structures.  Assistance is
also available to help clear water courses clogged by sediment and debris to
prevent future flooding.

Assistance NRCS provides assistance to prevent damage from flooding, runoff, and
available erosion—reducing the threat to life and property.  Measures include repairing

existing water control structures; removing debris and sediment from channels;
and establishing vegetative cover, controlling gullies, and protecting
streambanks.  This assistance protects homes, businesses, and other properties
from further damage in the event of subsequent storms.  NRCS also provides
financial assistance covering up to 75 percent of construction costs of eligible
emergency treatments.

Eligibility The EWP program assists public agencies and others following a natural disaster
to protect communities from the threat of additional flood and sediment damage.
Local sponsors, such as a city, county, or conservation district, may apply for
assistance.

Sponsors Local sponsors of EWP projects are responsible for obtaining the necessary
permits, providing 25% cost-share, and providing for the operation and
maintenance of completed emergency measures.  The sponsors determine
priorities for emergency assistance, coordinating work with other federal and
local agencies.  Local sponsors may provide their share of construction costs in
the form of cash or in-kind services, such as labor or equipment.

For assistance If you need assistance, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service
office serving your county.  NRCS offices are listed under U.S. Government,
Department of Agriculture in the telephone directory. The EWP Program is
headquartered at the NRCS State Office in Davis, (530) 792-5600. More
information is available on our website at <www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/pa/ewp.html>.
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The Natural Resources Conservation Service is the Federal agency in the
U.S. Department of Agriculture that works hand-in-hand with the American people to
conserve natural resources on private lands.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial
status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact the USDA Office of Communications at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD).
To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call (202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 690-1538 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment
opportunity employer.


